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STCWC SOPs
(SAMOA TROPICAL CYCLONE WARNING CENTRE STANDARD OPERATING 

PROCEDURES)
Tropical Low Pressure (Potential to become a TD is High)

Step 01: Informed PSO/Person In Charge (Weather) - TC Operation co-ordinator

Step 02: TC Operation Co-ordinator brief ACEO/Acting ACEO Meteorology Division 

* Normal Forecast Bulletin issued with relevant Advisories
Tropical Depression: (Potential to become a TC is High)

Step 01: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met inform CEO/Acting CEO
Step 02: ACEO Met inform ACEO DMO & Executive Management MNRE

Step 03: Activate Samoa Tropical Cyclone Forecasting Warning Centre (STCFWC)

Step 04: Contact American Samoa National Weather Services for discussion agreement

* Normal Bulletin issued with relevant Advisories
Tropical Cyclone Cat 1

Step 01: Continue Discussion - American Samoa National Weather Services before every issue

Step 02: Issued SWB every 6 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 6 hours after every issue



STCWC SOPs Con’t….
Step 05: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief ACEO DMO & Executive Management every 6 hours

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview after every 12 hours 

Tropical Cyclone Cat 2

Step 01: Continue Discussion with American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: Issued SWB every 3 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 3 hours after every issue
Step 04: CEO/Acting CEO MNRE brief NDC

Step 05: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief DMO every 3 hours after every issue

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview every 6 hours 

Severe Tropical Cyclone Cat 3 – Cat 5

Step 01: Continue Discussion with American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: Issued SWB every 3 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 3 hours after every issue
Step 04: CEO/Acting CEO MNRE brief NDC

Step 05: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief DMO every 3 hours after every issue

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview every 6 hours 



SOPs Con’t….
Tropical Cyclone Downgrading Procedure

Severe Tropical Cyclone Cat 3 – Cat 5 

Step 01: Continue Discussion with American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: Issued SWB every 3 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 3 hours after every issue
Step 04: CEO/Acting CEO MNRE brief NDC

Step 05: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief ACEO DMO/Executive Management MNRE every 3 hours.

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview every 6 hours 
Tropical Cyclone Cat 2 

Step 01: Continue Discussion - American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: Issued SWB every 3 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 3 hours after every issue
Step 04: CEO/Acting CEO MNRE brief NDC

Step 05: Step 9: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief DMO every 3 hours after every issue

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview every 6 hours 



SOPs Con’t….
Tropical Cyclone Downgrading Procedure

Tropical Cyclone Cat 1 

Step 01: Continue Discussion - American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: Issued SWB every 6 hours

Step 03: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief CEO every 6 hours after every issue
Step 04: CEO/Acting CEO MNRE brief NDC

Step 05: Step 9: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met brief ACEO DMO/Executive Management MNRE every 6 
hours

Step 06: ACEO/Acting ACEO Met follow-up Media interview every 12 hours 

*Final SWB issued

Tropical Depression:

Step 01: Continue Discussion - American Samoa National Weather Services

Step 02: ACEO Met brief CEO/Acting CEO, and ACEO DMO
Step 02: ACEO Met inform ACEO DMO & Public through Media

* Back to Normal Bulletin issued with relevant Advisories



Dissemination

• Radio/ TV/ Newspaper/Social Media/

• Live interviews

• Email

• Website (samet.gov.ws)

• SMS text ( Heavy rain warning)

• DAC Meeting
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