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Director’s Note

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti
Climate Change Division Director
SPREP

Dear Readers,

The next time | will be reaching you through our
newsletter — Climate Change Matters — will be
after the Third SIDS Conference in Samoa in early
September! Our region and SIDS around the
world are anficipating commitments to genuine
and durable partnerships to addressing SIDS
issues together.

Happening this last week of July in Nadi, are the
final multipartite reviews and Board meetings of
the Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change
(PACC) project and the Pacific Islands
Greenhouse Gas Abatement Project through
Renewable Energy Project (PIGGAREP). PACC is
funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
and the Government of Australia through UNDP
and executed by SPREP. PIGGAREP is also
funded by GEF and implemented by UNDP and
SPREP. Both PACC and PIGGAREP end this year.

All 13 of the 14 PACC participating countries met
their targetfs of integrating climate risks and
resilience in their national and sector plans. An
average of 2 policy changes that aim to
enhance vulnerability-reduction benefits have
been put in place at the national level per
country. Collectively, 24 national policies, legal
insfruments  (bills, acts), policy frameworks,
institutional establishment strategies have been
developed. At the sectoral level, approximately
17 sector-focused strategies, frameworks and
sector-based regulations, and sector-based
instifutions have been developed, debated and
evolved as a result of the PACC project. At the
community level - an average of 31 community
development plans, guidelines, by-laws in
regulating and controlling natural resource use
have been developed with active

SPREP’s Climate Change Division (CCD) is made up of three programmes:

1. Adaptation;
2. Mitigation;
&, Policy and Science.

participation of men and women in grass-roofs
communifies, through the 14 PICTS.

The PIGGAREP projects have and will be im-
pacting more than 50,000 beneficiaries (men,
women, boys and girls) from 44 national pro-
jects in 10 PICs (excluding PNG). In addition,
there were 15 regional workshops and fraining
activities conducted for 11 PIGGAREP member
countries (including PNG). The training is on
sharing knowledge about renewable energy
best practices and lessons learnt in the coun-
fries; wind data analysis; project proposal draft-
ing and actual hands-on experience in installa-
fion of solar photovoltaic (PV) grid connect
systems. PIGGAREP's intervention had led to the
uptake of solar PV system in the Cook Islands
by the Pacific Environment Facility (PEC) Fund
for the actual hardware; and the installation of
a total of 546 kW solar PV grid connect system
in Samoa.

On the GHG emission Reduction side, up until
the end of June 2014, more than 17,000 tons of
CO2 has been avoided in emission and a more
than 600,000 tons of CO2 is anticipated to be
avoided when most of the project activities
come into actual operation by the second half
of 2014 and 2015.

| can’t go into details here due to space limita-
fion but | hope | have sparked your interest to
visit the www.pacificclimatechangeportal.net
and the www.sprep.org to find out about the
knowledge products and results from PACC
and PIGGAREP.

‘ofa atu,
Netatua

The work of the CCD is directed by the SPREP Strategic Plan 2011-2015 based on the climate change priorities of SPREP Members and consistent with the

Pacific Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006-2015

Framework for Action on Disaster Risk Management.

SPREP's three (broad) climate change strategic priorities for 2011-2015 are:

Implementing adaptation measures;
Improving members’ capacity, knowledge and understanding of climate change, and risk reduction;
Confributing fo global greenhouse gas reduction.

_.Please VISIT ourwebsite at:_
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(PIFACC) and other relevant and approved policy drivers such as the Pacific Plan and the

Australian Government
Burcau of Meteorology



http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-change-about-us
http://www.pacificclimatechangeportal.net
http://www.sprep.org

Final PACC annual review meeting

Delegates have gathered in Nadi for the final annual
review meeting of the Pacific Adaptation to Climate
Change (PACC) programme. The week-long meeting
brings together representatives of the 14 participating
countries, the funding and implementing agencies, and
fechnical specialists who are supporting project and
programme activities.

As the programme prepares for closure in December,
this final meeting is an excellent opportunity to review
and share successes and challenges, and lessons for the
future.

For the full article: Click here
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- Peniamina Leavai
4 PACC Adaptation Planning Officer

Global campaign launched to improve weather and climate services for smaill
island developing states (SIDS)

A global campaign to improve weather and climate services for all
small island developing states was launched today with the support of
the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), the Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and Digicel Pacific.

The Small Islands, Weather Together campaign
( ) aims to show how the small island devel-
oping states of the world can work together to improve their vital
weather and climate services.

For the full article:

PIGGAREP Coordinators receive awards for communicating success stories

A popular component of the recent Multipartite Review
(MPR) meeting for the Pacific Islands Greenhouse Gas
Abatement through Renewable Energy Project
(PIGGAREP) was the presentation of special awards to
PIGGAREP Coordinators from Cook Islands, Kiribati, Sa-
moa, Tonga and Tuvalu.

The awards were handed out as part of a project-wide
competition for PIGGAREP Coordinators to present a
'success story' from their suite of activities by way of a
short story, photo essay or video.

For the full article: Click here

For more information please contact:

Sili'a Kilepoa-Ualesi

Project Manager - PIGGAREP *
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Tuvalu Meteorological Service (TMS) staff attend On-Site Training Programme
of the Pacific International Training Desk (Pacific Desk)

Elifaleti Ene and Richard Gokrun of TMS spent 4 weeks at the
University of Hawaii Manoa (UHM) campus receiving training
on topics including: Tropical Meteorology; Weather Analysis;
Forecasting; and Communication System:s.

The On-Site Training Programme is infended to prepare ob-
servers to understand the forecast process, learn fundamental
variables and skills required for forecasting, and provide an
opportunity for basic hands-on work with meteorological
analysis and predictions, and communication systems.

It prepares trainees to return to their home country for further
operatfional forecasting experience. The Pacific Desk is in- Front Row L-R: Ray Tanabe, Regional Director, NWS Pacific Region; Rich-

tended as an eorly s’rep in initial forecosﬁng Troining and pre- ard Gokrun, Cohort 1 - Tuvalu Met Service; Ellfaletl Ene, Cohort 1 - Tuvalu
Met Service; Tom Evans, Meteorologist-In-Charge NWS Honolulu Forecast

paring trainees for lengthier and more advanced fraining pro- Office. Standing L-R: Jose Aquino, Operator, UH TASI; Thomas Okamura,

grams. Instructor, Pacific Desk; Sean Okamoto, Project Assistant, Pacific Desk;
Jennlfer Strahl, Instructor, Pacific Desk; LTJG G. Carl Noblitt IV, Pacific

Elifaleti Ene and Richard Gokrun were the first trainees se- Region Climate Change er, Pa Applications Center; Chris

lected to aftend the 4-week fraining programme launched

June 15, 2014 at the UHM. The Pacific Desk is funded by the

US National Weather Service (NWS) International Activities

Office, and hosted by the UH Telecommunications and Social The Pacific Desk acknowledges all the partners,
Informatics Research Program (UH TASI) in collaboration with ERTISEHIONS CITE SHPESS, 9CFT AINC Aeseiviine iave
the NWS Pacific Region and NWS Honolulu Forecast Office. sontibLiediolingie CoretiigCiiieieioeTeiine:

Pacific International Visit our website for more information: http://pacificdesk.org/

Training Desk -

Climate Variability, Exiremes and Change in the Western
Tropical Pacific: New Science and Updated Country Reports 2014
and Adaplation Planning Pregram

-

Climate Variability, Exiremes and Change in the Western Tropical Pacific: New Science
and Updated Country Reports 2014 was released by the Pacific-Australia Climate
Change Science and Adaptation Planning (PACCSAP) Program on Friday 11 July.

This tfechnical report documents the latest scientific understanding of large-scale climate
processes, observations, extremes and projections in the western tropical Pacific, de-
signed to inform decision-making for climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduc-
tion in the region. This report builds on the research published in Climate Change in the
Pacific: Scientific Assessment and New Research, Volumes 1 & 2 (2011) and provides up-
dated individual country reports for 14 Pacific Island Countries and Timor-Leste, featuring

Climate Variability, Extremes and
Change in the Western Tropical Pacific:

£ i ;
e ; the latest CMIPS-based global climate model outputs.
Click here to access all the full report or individual country chapters
Talking about the weather in Nive | l z .‘

The Niue Meteorological Service has completed a two day workshop
this month led by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP) to help enhance their media and communication

skills. Funding was provided by the Government of Finland.

For the full article:
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Delegoﬂ;l from nine Pacific island countries met
at the Millennium Hall in Alofi, Nive from 23uter27
June, 2014_to share experences, diSCUss lessons
learned thus far and plan the completion offfiine
national climate change adaptation projects.
These activities are all part of the Global Climate
Change Allignce: Pacific Small Island States
(GCCA: PSIS) project funded™tHy™the ElUropean
Union with a total of EUR 11.4 million.

The project started in 2012 and the
implementation period has been_
extended from December 2014 to
December 2015. The project has passed
the halfway mark:and 47% of the fofal
funding has been spent and commiited.
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Of inferest was a field frip fo view:
Niue's adaptafion project, which was
the consiruction of ai tank-moulding
facility: that, would produce high qual-
itya@inwater harvesting tanks: for resi-
denfs.

While the focus is fo construct 5,000-L
tanks, there are plans in the future fo
build different size fanks for other uses
as well. The overall facility is simple
both in terms of set up and operation,
and may be replicable in other is-
landsmespecially: where there is scar-
city of water:

'Tuvalu prepares for the post-2020 Irﬂernaiional Climate Change Agreement

Consultations are happening in Tuvalu to seek input from government
and community representatives, on how a new International Climate
Change agreement (under the United Nations Framework Conven-
fion on Climate Change) might best serve their interests.

As an atoll country, climate change is an issue of high concern to
Tuvalu. As such, it is especially important that the new freaty, currently
being discussed through the UNFCCC process, adequately meets
their needs.

Ministry of Environment officials are holding consultations in a week
long workshop (July 23 to 25th) with national stakeholders to talk
through the different elements that this treaty would provide, includ-
ing climate change mitigation goals, adaptation, how to address loss
and damage caused by climate change, and how Tuvalu's interests
could best be supported through climate change finance, technol-
ogy and capacity building support.

For more information please contact:
Diane McFadzien
SPREP Climate Change Adaptation Adviser

For more information on this workshop, please contact

Mr Mataio Tekinene,
Director of Environment, Tuvalu:

tekinenemataio@gmail.com
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Regional IGOs from ACP meet

- —
3 YRS ]

Participants of the Intra-ACP Joint Policy Dialogue at the Pacific Harbor, Fiji
(Photo by ACP Secretariat)

to discuss Lima preparations

Under the EU Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA)
intfra-ACP programme, a meeting was convened in Pa-
cific Harbour, Fiji to discuss joint policy positions for the
ACP regions at the upcoming UNFCCC Conference of
the Parties in Lima, Peru. Representatives of regional inter
-governmental organisations from Africa, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) held discussions based on regional per-
spectives and experiences, and sought to develop a
framework on how a joint position paper may be
drafted. A meeting of the ACP Ambassadors will finalise
the paper in Brussels, for later transmittal to ACP delega-
fions attending the Lima Conference.

The meeting provided a good opportunity fo share experiences and lessons learned. A field trip to the USP-GCCA pro-
ject site in Daku village also provided an opporfunity fo share best practices and allowed the other regions to suggest

approaches to the project team.

A range of key elements were identified as points to be put forward to the ACP Meeting of Ambassadors for endorse-
ment. It was also agreed that an early opportunity be given for regions to provide input to the meeting of the Commit-
tee of Ambassadors once the agenda is finalised and clear on what input will be required. GCCA will invite negotio-
tors fo the ACP preparatory meeting at ACP Secretariat with the possibility to invite others including regional represen-

tatives and other partners.

i 3 For more information please contact:

-

Espen Ronneberg
SPREP Climate Change Adviser, SPREP

The Pacific iCLIM and Pacific Climate Change Portal team begin national
consultations

The Pacific iCLIM and PCCP team commenced imple-
mentation of the project activities in May by carrying out
national consultations with the 3 pilot countries. The feam
visited Vanuatu in May to work with the Project Manage-
ment Unit. In June they visited Fiji to work with the Climate
Change Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and

in July to work with the Climate Change Unit of Tonga.

The objective of the missions fo the pilot countries were
to: (i) infroduce the iCLIM project to the Government
Climate Change Unit; (i) Develop a national level work
plan for national involvement in the iCLIM project; and (iii)
Meet with national stakeholders to overview and discuss
the iCLIM project and national involvement.

Over the coming months the team will focus on the PCCP
upgrade and, in particular, the integration of national
portals to the regional portal.

| For more information please contact:
{ Makelesi Gonelevu
Knowledge Management Officer

Issue 26

www.pacificclimatechange.net



mailto:mailto:makelesig@sprep.org
mailto:mailto:espenr@sprep.org
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net

Pacific Islands Climate Services Dialog: Preserving Freshwater Resources and
Minimizing the Impacts of Drought

U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), through the US.
Agency for International Development
(USAID), is conducting a series of dialogs to
enhance scientific and technical capacity
to support climate change adaptation in
the Pacific Small Island Developing States.

These activities include the development
and delivery of new or enhanced products
and services that focus on climate issues
critical fo the region and respond to unique
user needs.

During the dialog, participants described their existing water
resource management situation, diagnosed existing climate
warning systems including seasonal climate-related science
and information used to forecast climate-related events and
make decisions, and explored best practices to preserve
freshwater resources and minimize the impacts of drought
with an emphasis on ENSO.

The two day dialog resulted in building climate stories as a
means to outline key messages and best practices for water
resource management and to improve the generation of
accurate, fimely and regionally-relevant forecasts that helps
to preserve fresh water resources and minimize the impacts of

With the pofential for an El Nino event, pre-
serving freshwater resources and minimizing
the impacts of drought has been identified
as an issue of concern.

This most recent dialog was held at Gover-
nor Tauese P.F. Sunia Ocean Centre July 17
-18 in American Samoa attended by cli-
mate experts and community water man-
agers and planners, agro-forestry resource
managers, disaster risk managers and other
decision makers from American Samoa,

Samoa, Tonga, and Fiji.

Events in August 2014

drought.

Activity Date Location
2014 Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meetings 29 July - 1 August Koror, Palau
SmartMET Training 04 - 08 August SPREP, Apia
Meeting with IUCN (Suva) and SPTO (Suva) on RE Tourism Project 04 - 06 August Suva, Fiji
Training for Financial Institutions in PICTs - Tuvalu 04 - 08 August Tuvalu
Quality Management Services Workshop 11 - 14 August Nadi, Fiji
Strategy for Climate and Disaster Resilient Development in the Pacific 11 - 13 August SPREP

- Steering Committee Meeting

Pacific Preparatory Meeting for UN Convection on Biological Diversity 11 - 15 August Nadi, Fiji
Pacific Panel Meeting 15 - 16 August Nadi, Fiji
Palau Joint National Adaptation Plan (JNAP) Meeting 18 - 22 August Koror, Palau
Samoa Science Forum 25 - 27 August Apia
Climate Change Finance Week 25 - 29 August Lima, Peru
Youth Forum - Pre SIDS Forum 25 -29 August Apia
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